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ONE IN EIGHT MONTANA HOUSEHOLDS 
WORRY ABOUT GETTING ENOUGH TO EAT
MISSOULA —
About one in every eight Montana households (12.6 percent) was uncertain of having or 
acquiring adequate food in the year preceding June 2004, according to a recent Montana Poll 
conducted by The University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
John Baldridge, BBER director of survey development, reports that 5.2 percent of these 
households experienced the more severe form of food insecurity, which means one or more 
members were hungry at some time during the year because they could not afford enough food.
This level of food security is not statistically different than the latest U.S. Department of 
Agriculture estimates -  an average of the years 2000-02 — of 12.8 percent and 4.1 percent, 
respectively. However, Montana levels were slightly higher than national levels, Baldridge says. 
Nationwide, 11.1 percent of households were food insecure during 2002, and 3.5 percent were 
food insecure with hunger.
American Indian households in Montana were more likely than white households to be 
uncertain of having or unable to acquire adequate food, the Montana Poll found. In fact, 36.1 
percent of American Indian households in Montana were food insecure in the year before June 
2004 compared with 12.6 percent of white households. This measurement of food insecurity 
among American Indian households in Montana may underestimate actual levels, since it is drawn
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from a telephone sample.
In Montana, households with children are more likely than households with no children to 
be food insecure, Baldridge says, adding that 17.9 percent of households with children were food 
insecure in the year before June 2004 compared with 10.1 percent of households with no children.
How do Montanans feel about food insecurity? A plurality of Montanans (44.9 percent) 
said the United States is spending too little money to make sure everyone actually obtains adequate 
food. Another 40.3 percent said we are spending about the right amount, while only 6 percent said 
we are spending too much. The remaining 8.8 percent did not know about the issue.
The Montana Poll also found that a majority of Montanans (55 percent) favor a program to 
eliminate hunger in the United States even if it means raising taxes, while 38.7 percent oppose such 
a program and 6.3 percent did not know.
The Montana Poll is a statewide telephone survey conducted by UM’s Bureau of Business 
and Economic Research. Respondents are chosen randomly and represent a cross section of 
Montana adults. The poll was conducted June 15 through July 11. There were 422 respondents, 
yielding an error margin of plus or minus 5 percentage points for the entire sample. All surveys are 
subject to other types of error, including coverage error, non-response error and measurement 
error.
Questions about the information presented here may be directed to John Baldridge, Bureau 
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